Crowdfinders’ UK Investment Hotspots
The Autumn Statement 2016
Philip Hammond’s first Autumn Statement as Chancellor not only declared that Britain is “open for business”
but also delivered a series of targeted investment commitments that would directly impact our nation’s SME
community. Hammond’s business-focused policies reaffirmed our commitment to growing enterprise in the
UK and also continued to champion regional growth and the progression of the devolution revolution as his
predecessor George Osborne had done in the previous Cabinet.
To highlight the investment initiatives that were unveiled in the 2016 Autumn Statement and which regions are
set to benefit, we have mapped out the most prominent figures from this year’s announcement to pinpoint the
areas poised to be the next big thing in British business.

£1.8 billion will be
divided amongst Local
Enterprise Partnerships
(LEPs) across the UK

A £23 billion National
Productivity Investment
Fund (NPIF) will be
launched to boost
transport, digital
communications, research
and development (R&D),
and housing
£400 million will be
committed to venture
capital funds via the
British Business Bank
to encourage startups to scale

£556 million dedicated
to Local Enterprise
Partnerships (LEPs) in
the North of England
£392 million to LEPs
in the Midlands

£110 million will be
invested into East
West Rail and to
deliver an Oxford
to Cambridge
Expressway

£1.1 billion will be
used to upgrade
local transport
networks

Rural Rate Relief will be
increased to 100%, which
could give small businesses
a tax break of up to £2,900

£191 million to LEPs
in the South West

£151 million to LEPs
in the East of England
£492 million to
LEPs in London
and the South East

£2 billion per year
will be committed
to research and
development (R&D)
funding for science
and technology

£1 billion investment has been
committed to full-fibre broadband
and 5G mobile communications

The focus on championing regional business and encouraging enterprise across the country to scale is a
sentiment that we continue to support at Crowdfinders. We have launched a new pre-crowd investment platform
– as part of our £100 million scale-up funding initiative Race to Scale – in a bid to generate greater financial
support for business owners nationwide. To find out more about our platform, click here.
Click here to find out more about regional LEP funding

